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SHINT6ISM.

BY ISABELLA BIRD (MRS. BISHOP).

OF the " spiritual centres" of which these lectures treat, Skintd,
which has fallen to my lot, is certainly among the feeblest; and,
never a religion in the highest sense of the word, it has come to
be the most frivolous of superstitions, " ready to vanish away,"
and only deserves our notice as being up till to-day the national
religion of the Japanese, one of the most acute, progressive, and
materialistic peoples on the face of the earth.

Scholars hesitate to decide whether Shintd is or is not "a
genuine product of Japanese soil." The Japanese call their an-
cient;religion Kami no micki (" The way of the gods"); foreigners
adopt the Chinese form of the same, and call it Shintd. By
Shintd is meant the religion which was found spread over Japan
when the Buddhist propagandists arrived in the sixth century
A.D., and which at the restoration of the Mikado (the so-called
Spiritual Emperor) to power in 1868, became the State religion,
or, to use our own phraseology, the Established Church. By the
.term pure Shintd, as exhibited in the shrines of Is6 and
-elsewhere, is meant the ancient faith as distinguished from that
mixture of it with Buddhism and Confucianism known as Reig6bu
Shintd) which encounters the traveller everywhere in the shape
of gaily decorated lacquer temples, swarming with highly coloured
and grotesque divinities carved in wood.

Japanese Shintd cosmogony and mythology are one, and in
both Japan is the universe. Shintd has three legendary mythical
periods, during which the islands of Japan and many gods came
into being. In the third period Amaterasu, the sun-goddess,
was supreme. This "heaven-lighting" divinity, finding that
.Japan was disturbed by the unending feuds of the earthly gods,
among whom Okuniushi, their ruler, could not keep order,
despatched KTinigi, a heavenly god, to Higa in central Japan, and
-compelled the former incompetent divinity to resign his dis-
orderly rule into his hands, permitting him, however, the easier
.task of ruling the Invisible, while Ninigi and his successors, the
Mikados, have continued to rule the visible. The struggles for